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Uniting all Americans            
to ensure that wildlife 

thrive in a rapidly
changing world







NWF was founded in 1936





NWF.ORG/GARDEN

National Wildlife Federation's Garden for Wildlife™ 
program and partnerships have engaged millions to 
help wildlife where people live since 1973.

Americans of all backgrounds, have already 
provided wildlife with food, water, cover, and places 
to raise young by creating over 250,000 Certified 
Wildlife Habitats®.

NWF.ORG/GARDEN



Attracting Birds, Butterflies and Other Backyard Wildlife



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Native Plants

NWF.ORG/GARDEN



NWF.ORG/COMMUNITY

• Adapted to local soils

• Adapted to regional weather/climate

• Resilient and hardy once established

• Support local wildlife

NWF.ORG/GARDEN
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Food for Wildlife

NWF.ORG/GARDEN
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Food for Wildlife



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Water for Wildlife
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NWF.ORG/GARDEN

All animals need water to drink or bathe



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Cover for Wildlife

NWF.ORG/GARDEN
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Cover for Wildlife



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Places to Raise 
Young

NWF.ORG/GARDEN



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Provide Places to Raise Young



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Sustainable Gardening 
Practices

NWF.ORG/GARDEN



NWF.ORG/COMMUNITY

• Sustainable Gardening Management
• Reduced turf – more natural areas
• Less use of chemicals
• Mimic nature to benefit wildlife
• Healthier for family and pets              

NWF.ORG/GARDEN
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From major cities like Charlotte, North Carolina, 

and Houston, Texas, to smaller communities like 

Alpine, California, and everything in between, the 

National Wildlife Federation currently partners with 

over 200 municipalities and communities through 

the Community Wildlife Habitat program.

“Registered Communities” are those that have 

joined our program and are working toward 

certification with support from the National Wildlife 

Federation. “Certified Communities” have 

achieved their certification as a National Wildlife 

Federation Community Wildlife Habitat and are 

partnering with the National Wildlife Federation to 

maintain their certification over time.
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Go to
https://www.nwf.org/communitywildlifehabitat 

Home Page
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Green markers indicate communities that 
have completed certification. Brown

indicates communities that have 
registered to become certified.



Ten towns/communities are certified in North Carolina.
Two more are registered.

Nothing east 
of Raleigh!



We registered St. James 
on Earth Day, this year!



• The only NC coastal community
• The only community east of Raleigh
• The only community that is 42% protected under preservation stewardship
• The first to make a statement that we are serious about conservation 







Let’s certify





We need 150 points





NWF.ORG/COMMUNITY

nwf.org/garden

NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Abundant resources to help:



NWF.ORG/COMMUNITY
You can order this book on line at 

https://naturalist.nwf.org/get-the-book



NWF.ORG/COMMUNITY
NWF.ORG/GARDEN





Benefits of becoming a Community Wildlife Habitat

• National, State, and local recognition – all positive
• Greatly enhances existing sustainability/conservation plans (SJC)
• Educates and engages the public through participation
• Creates additional community sense of place and value
• Supports community beautification in various landscapes
• Continues efforts in clean air, clean water, and healthy soil
• Enhances the human connection with nature (provides access to)
• Enhances resident ability to view and enjoy nature daily
• Provides native plants and ecosystems supporting local wildlife
• Connecting with nature improves our health and wellbeing
• Sends message to rampant development & clearcutting: Not Here
• SJ would be the first and only certified community east of Raleigh
• SJ can set the standard for other communities to follow





Questions?

Ernie McLaney
erniemclaney1@gmail.com



Ernie McLaney
erniemclaney1@gmail.com

www.stjamesconservancy.org


